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as have been or are forbidden by my ordinances; for which
reason they say that neither they, nor any of their said factors,
dared to go on the said voyage, for which I commission them,
or to sail or navigate through the said seas or for the ports and
havens and for my said kingdoms and lordships or to go out-
side them or to come safe and secure, and with their said mer-
chandise and goods and things; and they begged and petitioned
me as a favour that some provision should be made for this by
my commanding my letter to be given to them, in order that
they and their said factors could go freely on the said voyage,
which I command them to make for the said Mina and for these
my said kingdoms, and to buy and sell and barter their said
goods and merchandise, and that they should not be taken or
detained or distrained, save only for their known debt or as my
pleasure shall be, and I think it right; accordingly, I command
each and all of you in your places and jurisdictions that from
now onwards you shall allow and consent freely and without
restraint to the said inhabitants of the said town of Palos and of
the other parts of my said kingdoms that in this way by my
command they may go to the said Mina, and their said men and
dependants and factors and servants are to go on the said voyage
and to sail for these my said kingdoms and lordships and through
the seas, and for the ports and havens thereof, to contract and
buy and sell their said goods and merchandise, and that you
shall not take or seize or confiscate or put under restraint, or
allow to be taken or seized or confiscated or put under restraint
the ships and vessels of them or their said factors and men and
servants and overseers, or any of them, and the merchandise
and goods and things which they carry and exchange both to
the said Mina and for any parts whatsoever of my said kingdoms
and lordships whereunto they happen to go both by land and
sea, either in discharge of one or more debts of bread or iron or
steel or any maravedis or clothes or woollens or oils or any other
things whatsoever, which the councils of the said cities and
towns and houses, where they live, owe or shall owe to the in-
habitants and residents of them, or are or shall be obliged to
give to other councils whatsoever and particular persons of my
said kingdoms and lordships or of abroad, or to pay for seizures